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ago; and * heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is/
were created in less than a week before the creation, of man ; and
this was *the beginning.'

" But who does not know that this is false ? Owen says, very
justly, that the age of our planet alone, as indicated by geology,
is a * period of time so vast, that the mind, in the endeavor to
realize it, is strained by an effort like that by which it strives to
conceive the space dividing the solar system from the distant
nebulae.' Dr. Buckland, himself a clergyman of the Church of
England, says : * Many extensive plains and massive mountains
form, as it were, the great charnel-house of preceding genera-
tions, in which the petrified exuviae of extinct races of animals
and plants are piled into stupendous monuments of the opera-
tion of life and death, during almost immeasurable periods of
time.' Prof. Sedgwick, of Cambridge, England, says : ' During
the evolution of countless succeeding ages, mechanical and chemi-
cal laws seem to have undergone no change ; but tribes of sen*
tient beings were created, and lived their time upon the earth.'
Prof. Hitchcock, of Amherst, says : ' The globe must have ex-
isted during a period indefinitely long anterior to the creation of
man. We are not aware that any practical and thorough geolo-
gist doubts this, whatever are his views in respect to revelation.'
No geologist pretends to speak of less than millions of years for
the time during which the various formations that constitute the
crust of the earth were deposited.

11 Nearly all would-be harmonizers of Genesis and geology are
now ' compelled' to take the same view (with Miller in his * Tes-
timony of the Rocks'), and make the word 'day* cover a period
millions of years in extent." " On the face of it, an interpreta-
tion that makes the word ' day ' mean an immense period of time,
is strained and unnatural. How could it be said with any pro-
priety or truth, ' In six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,' if each
of the six days were millions of years long, and the seventh
evidently a natural day of twenty-four hours? Ex. 31 : 17,
must be read to signify, ' In six periods, millions of years long,
the Lord made heaven and earth ; and on the seventh period, of
twenty-four hours long, he rested and was refreshed 1' The time
of rest is, out of all proportion, small to the time of labor ; and
why should the same word, used in the same connection, mean